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Near Tuscumbia, Alabama—

BELLE MONT MANSION OPEN FOR TOURS

One of Alabama’s most distinguished historic houses is once again open for tours.  Belle Mont Mansion near Tuscumbia is an outstanding example of Thomas Jefferson’s influence upon the architecture of the early American republic.  
Located on a hilltop, Belle Mont’s high-quality brickwork with contrasting wood trim demonstrates the builder’s admiration for the neoclassical ideas of the Italian Renaissance architect Andrea Palladio.  The house’s raised two-story central section and one-story side wings are typical of both “Jeffersonian style” and Palladian architecture.  Also typical is the U-shaped floor plan with the side wings extending to the rear to embrace a courtyard.

A historic site of the Alabama Historical Commission, Belle Mont is located near Tuscumbia, Alabama, one-fourth mile west of US Highway 43 South at 1569 Cook Lane.  
The site is open for tours Thursday – Saturday, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.; and Sundays, 1 - 5 p.m.  Admission is $5, adults; $4, seniors, military, and college students; $3, ages 6-18; under 6, free.  Group tours and special events may be scheduled by (256) 637-8513.  
This year’ annual Plantation Christmas at Belle Mont occurs December 2 from 1 - 5 p.m.
To protect, preserve, and interpret Alabama’s historic places is the mission of the Alabama Historical Commission, Alabama’s state agency for historic preservation.
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