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September 20, 2007                                                Contact: Tara Lanier, (334) 230-2680

To be awarded on Friday—

BIRMINGHAM SCORES BIG IN PRESERVATION AWARDS
2007 Alabama Preservation Awards

FRIDAY, SEPT. 21

Huntsville Embassy Suites, Big Spring Ballroom

Noon – 1:30 p.m.
The Alabama Historical Commission presented its annual preservation awards on Friday (Sept. 21) during the Alabama Preservation Conference held in Huntsville.
David Duffee, the Alabama Humanities Foundation, and Woodlawn Magnet High School received recognition.
The Alabama Historical Commission’s Roy Swayze Award exemplifies outstanding achievement by a private owner. David Duffee is a third generation owner of a family company that has grown and prospered on Birmingham’s Southside in the Historic Automotive District. 
He is recognized for the rehabilitation and adaptive re-use of the old Birmingham Electric Battery Company (BEBCO) building. Duffee collaborated with Davis Architects in rehabbing the facility while meeting requirements to receive federal historic preservation tax incentives.

“David is a man committed to making his business work and to finding and helping finance new uses for the family-owned property the business no longer needs,” said Marjorie L. White of the Birmingham Historical Society. 
“This project serves as a fine example of an owner and a major tenant employing exceptional architectural design to give a structure new purpose,” said Philip Morris. “What might have been lost or overlooked as ordinary has been transformed into an extraordinary contributor to district revitalization.”
Davis Architects received the Rehabilitation Award from the Alabama Trust for Historic Preservation.

The Alabama Humanities Foundation (AHF) enhances awareness of historic preservation through its statewide humanities programs. For the past 30 years, AHF has supported lecture 
(more)

series, publications, exhibitions, and historic projects that have a statewide impact on preservation.
In 2007 the AHF Road Scholars began its 20th year as a speakers bureau program—from Richard Bailey’s Rock in a Weary Land: The Black Church in 19th Century Alabama and Alan Brown’s Enclosing Sacred Places: Cemetery Fences in Alabama to Karen Utz speaking on Sloss Furnaces and its industrial evolution of Birmingham’s iron plantation—the program promotes Alabama history and preservation.

AHF also funds projects sponsored by historical organization. The Birmingham Historical Society has produced numerous publications, exhibitions, and videos to preserve Birmingham’s historic sites. 

AHF’s programs and grants have raised awareness and promoted the preservation of Alabama’s heritage. The partnership continues with Auburn University in producing the first online Encyclopedia of Alabama that is to feature Alabama’s historic sites.
Sherlock, Smith and Adams, an architectural and engineering firm based in Montgomery, received a distinguished service award for its renovation of Birmingham’s grand gothic-inspired Woodlawn High School. Completed in 1922, today Woodlawn Magnet High School serves around 600 students. Because of the leadership of Principal Shirley Graham, Sherlock, Smith & Adams was commissioned to renovate the building. 

Woodlawn has always been a source of pride and embodied a sense of place and belonging for students, parents, and faculty. The design team of Sherlock, Smith & Adams knew this was an opportunity to make a difference. Exterior limestone was painstakingly cleaned and replacement pieces handpicked to match existing textures and colors. Suspended interior ceilings were removed to reveal beautiful plastered molding and cornice work. Great emphasis was placed on preserving the awe-inspiring mural in the auditorium painted between 1934 and 1939 for the Works Progress Administration. A fundraising campaign for the mural’s restoration is now underway. 
The Alabama Preservation Conference is sponsored by the Alabama Historical Commission, the Black Heritage Council, the Alabama Trust for Historic Preservation, and the Historic Huntsville Foundation.
The three-day conference focuses on the historic Tennessee Valley with a tour on Saturday hosted by the Alabama Trust that travels to Mooresville, Decatur, and Hartselle.

To protect, preserve, and interpret Alabama’s historic places is the mission of the Alabama Historical Commission.
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