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Geneva’s Black House Listed to the Alabama Register

The Alabama Historical Commission has listed the Black House in Geneva to the Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage. 
Noted for its architectural significance, the Black House is located on East Campbell Avenue.  The sturdy brick construction of the two-story house is uncommon for the area.  Perhaps its most distinctive and alluring feature is the first floor porch which originally wrapped around the house entirely.  The rear porch was enclosed to provide the convenience of an interior kitchen space.  
Square in layout and symmetrical in appearance, “the house reflects the revival of classical architecture around the turn of the century,” said David Ray, of the Alabama Historical Commission. The four tall chimneys, a widow’s walk, and the porch’s paired sets of columns are noted as examples.  At the same time, the house also shows a few signs of architectural elements carried over from the Victorian era, such as leaded glass windows. 

“The blending of these stylistic influences is appropriate for its construction date of 1908,” said Ray.  The house was built for George Washington Black, who was sheriff of Geneva County between 1897 and 1904.  It was later occupied by one of his sons, Judge Ponie Curtis (P. C.) Black, who served for many years as Probate Judge of Geneva County, and then by Judge Black’s children.
The Alabama Register is an official listing of buildings, sites, structures, objects, and districts. These properties, which may be of national, state, and local significance, are deemed worthy of preservation by the Alabama Historical Commission.      
 Listing to the Alabama Register is an honorary designation and carries no restrictions or financial incentives. 
To protect, preserve, and interpret Alabama’s historic places is the mission of the Alabama Historical Commission, Alabama’s state agency for historic preservation.
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