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 Home of Montgomery Civil Rights Activists--                     
Charlie and Lucille Times House Listed in Alabama Register

The Alabama Historical Commission recently listed the Charlie and Lucille Times House in Montgomery to the Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage. 
Located on South Holt Street, the house is significant for its association with Charlie and Lucille Times, African American civic leaders and civil rights activists from 1950-1984.
The Times married in 1939.  He served in World War II and though the couple had no children, they raised in their home 25 children of relatives.

In 1939 the Times joined the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).  When the NAACP was outlawed in Alabama in the 1950s, the Times risked their safety by holding secret meetings in their home.

The Times became registered voters in 1950.  Registration came after many attempts from 1945-1950 even though Charlie Times was a WWII veteran.  They were members of the Montgomery Improvement Association and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference.

From 1952 to 1986 the couple owned Times Café located at 1300 South Holt Street.  Affectionately known as “Sugar Hill,” the café was the hub of activity during the 1955 Montgomery Bus Boycott and the civil rights movement.

Lucille Times marched the entire route from the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma to the Alabama State Capitol in the 1965 march for voting rights.  Thirty-four marchers from around the country stayed in the Times’ home before and after the march.
Lucille Times’ father purchased the Times’ house in 1948 from Judge Thorington as a wedding present for the couple. According to Lucille Times, the house the couple originally purchased on Mill Street (now Rosa Parks Avenue) was destroyed to make way for the Cleveland Avenue Housing complex where Rosa Parks and her husband Raymond lived during the Montgomery Bus Boycott.

(more)

The Times’ House is mainly a rectangular block clad with asbestos siding over the original wood siding.  The interior features a slightly modified center hall plan with three rooms on either side.

The Times have received numerous awards for their civil rights activism.  Lucille Times’ collection is housed in the H. Councill Trenholm State Technical College Archives along with items from the Times Café.
The Alabama Register is an official listing of buildings, sites, structures, objects, and districts. These properties, which may be of national, state, and local significance, are deemed worthy of preservation by the Alabama Historical Commission.      
 Listing to the Alabama Register is an honorary designation and carries no restrictions or financial incentives. 
To protect, preserve, and interpret Alabama’s historic places is the mission of the Alabama Historical Commission, Alabama’s state agency for historic preservation.
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