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Jasper’s Elliot House Listed to the Alabama Register

The Alabama Historical Commission has listed the Elliot House in Jasper to the Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage. 

The Elliot House is significant for its association with Carl Atwood Elliot, a lawyer, congressman, and the founder of Walker College, now Bevill State Community College.  After Elliot’s death in 1999, Bevill State converted the residence into a house museum.

T. R. Simmons, an early Jasper businessman constructed the house between 1913 and 1914.  When Elliot purchased it in 1945, it was a four-room bungalow but it was later renovated in 1951 and 1964 to accommodate his growing family.
Carl Elliot’s legacy included both his local and statewide work, as well as his impact on national legislation.  While practicing law, Elliot specialized in assisting coal miners in Walker County receive Black lung benefits.

From 1949 to 1965 he represented north Alabama in the U.S. House of Representatives.  While in Congress, Elliot coauthored (with Senator Lister Hill) the National Defense Education Act of 1958 which provided for the improvement of schools and colleges, and financial aid for students.  It is estimated over 30 million Americans received support for their college education through these efforts.
Carl Elliot also authored the Library Services Act which provided millions of books and other materials and trained countless librarians.

In 1990, Elliot received the first John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Award for his moderate stance towards civil rights during the 1960s.
The Alabama Register is an official listing of buildings, sites, structures, objects, and districts. These properties, which may be of national, state, and local significance, are deemed worthy of preservation by the Alabama Historical Commission.      

 Listing to the Alabama Register is an honorary designation and carries no restrictions or financial incentives. 
To protect, preserve, and interpret Alabama’s historic places is the mission of the Alabama Historical Commission, Alabama’s state agency for historic preservation.


# # #
