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FRIENDS OF GAINESWOOD RECEIVE BLACK BELT COMMUNITY FOUNDATION GRANT

The Black Belt Community Foundation (BBCF) recently awarded the Friends of Gaineswood a $1,800 Black Belt Arts Initiative grant.  This marks the second year the friends group has received funding for Heritage Appreciation Days, an educational event held annually in March.

“This year’s $1,800 award enables Heritage Appreciation Days to expand to three days,” said Matt Hartzell, site director at Gaineswood. The 2008 event is scheduled for March 12-14. 
 
The Friends of Gaineswood formed in 1996 to raise funds for the capital restoration of the National Historic Landmark and house museum owned by the Alabama Historical Commission in Demopolis.  Since 1998, the organization has partnered with the historical commission and volunteers to host Heritage Appreciation Days.  Approximately 500 Black Belt fourth-graders studying Alabama history attend the event. 

“We are extremely grateful to the Black Belt Community Foundation, the Friends of Gaineswood, area school systems, event volunteers, and presenters for helping us utilize Gaineswood as an outdoor classroom,” said Hartzell.

“This program helps fourth-graders meet the core requirements of the Alabama Course of Study for Social Sciences and it is fun for students, presenters, and teachers,” said Regina Galloway, Heritage Appreciation Days lead volunteer.  “It brings history to life and it is literally just like stepping back into the 19th century.”
 

The Black Belt Community Foundation, which begins its fourth year of operation, was established to support community efforts in the Black Belt that will contribute to the strength, innovation, and success of all the region’s people and communities.  The foundation’s mission is to forge a collective stream of giving from the community and other sources so the people of the Black Belt can enhance continuing efforts to lift themselves by “taking what we have to make what we need.” 
 
BBCF began a partnership in 2006 with the Youth & Cultural Committee of the Black Belt Action Commission and the Alabama State Council on the Arts (ASCA).  This 
(more)

collaboration became the Black Belt Arts Initiative.  The goals of this project are to promote artists and arts awareness in the Black Belt and to stimulate creativity among youth.
 
Funding for the Black Belt Arts Initiative grant is made possible by a grant from the Alabama State Council on the Arts, the official state arts agency of Alabama.  ASCA receives its support though an annual appropriation from the Alabama Legislature and funding from the National Endowment for the Arts.  A sum of $100,000 was given by ASCA to redistribute into the region by BBCF.  Thirty-nine organizations have received funding through this second round of grants.  Those organizations include local museums, community theatres, festival committees, and youth organizations offering concentrated arts programs.
 
For more information on the Black Belt Arts Initiative, call or email Whitney Green at 334-874-1126 or whgbbcf@bellsouth.net.
 
BBCF community grants are awarded twice yearly and can also be used for arts programs as well as for education, health and human services, or community economic development.  Since March 2005, BBCF has awarded $455,705 to community-based organizations throughout the Black Belt region.  The next BBCF community grant cycle will be announced in early fall.  For more information contact the BBCF office at 334-874-1126.
 
For information on Gaineswood, call 334-289-4846 or email gaineswd@bellsouth.net.
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PHOTO CAPTION:

On behalf of the Friends of Gaineswood, Gaineswood Site Director Matt Hartzell received a $1,800 grant award from Felecia L. Jones (R), executive director of the Black Belt Community Foundation; and Demopolis Mayor Cecil P. Williamson (L), treasurer of the Black Belt Community Foundation Board, on June 2 at the Striplin Performing Arts Centre in Selma.
 
