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468 South Perry Street ( P. O. Box 300900 ( Montgomery, AL 36130-0900 (  (334) 242-3184
March 19, 2008                                                          Contact: Lee Anne Wofford, (334) 230-2659
COOSA COUNTY’S PEACE AND GOODWILL CEMETERY LISTED TO ALABAMA HISTORIC CEMETERY REGISTER

The Alabama Historical Commission recently listed the Peace and Goodwill Cemetery in Kellyton to the Alabama Historic Cemetery Register.

“The cemetery register is a prestigious listing of historic cemeteries in Alabama,” said Lee Anne Wofford, cemetery program coordinator.  “The Historical Commission considers the notable historic cemeteries in this register to be particularly worthy of preservation and appreciation, and therefore deserving of this special recognition.”  

According to the information submitted, this cemetery contains the earthly remains of former slaves, sharecroppers, educators, preachers, soldiers, and successful business men and women who lived in this community.  The graves mark the journey of entire families born in the 1840s and laid to rest in the early 1900s.  
Rev. Jacob and Betsy Moore, both grandchildren of former slaves and the children of sharecroppers purchased and donated the land for the church and cemetery around 1868.  Family names found in the cemetery include Drake, Goggans, Thomas, Ransaw, Leonard, McKinney, Crawford, Royals, and Hoyett.  
Peace and Goodwill Cemetery is the first African American cemetery in Coosa County to be listed in the Alabama Historic Cemetery Register, which features 164 cemeteries statewide.  

The Alabama Historical Commission's cemetery program assists individuals, local and state officials, and civic groups in identifying, documenting, registering, conserving, and protecting Alabama's historic cemeteries.  

The Alabama Historic Cemetery Register recognizes and honors those cemeteries that have an important history and were established at least 40 years ago.

Listing in the state cemetery register is an honorary designation.  

To protect, preserve, and interpret Alabama’s historic places is the mission of the Alabama Historical Commission, Alabama’s state agency for historic preservation.
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