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468 South Perry Street ( P. O. Box 300900 ( Montgomery, AL 36130-0900 (  (334) 242-3184

August 8, 2007                                                          Contact: Lee Anne Wofford, (334) 230-2659
Edgewater Community, Jefferson County—

LAKEVIEW CEMETERY LISTED TO ALABAMA HISTORIC CEMETERY REGISTER

The Alabama Historical Commission recently listed Lakeview Cemetery in the Edgewater community to the Alabama Historic Cemetery Register.

“The cemetery register is a prestigious listing of historic cemeteries in Alabama,” said Lee Anne Wofford, cemetery program coordinator.  “The AHC considers the notable historic cemeteries in this register to be particularly worthy of preservation and appreciation, and therefore deserving of this special recognition.  

Lakeview Cemetery is tenth cemetery in Jefferson County to be listed in the Alabama Historic Cemetery Register.  It is the 120th cemetery listed in the register statewide.

According to Rev. Dr. Jonathan McPherson, Sr., of Hueytown who submitted the nomination, Lakeview Cemetery is significant because it is the burial ground for many of the early pioneer settlers of the Edgewater community.  This community was built by the Tennessee Coal, Iron and Railroad Company (later U.S. Steel) to house workers and their families.  These workers mined the coal in Edgewater, Mulga, and Docena to provide fuel for the company’s steel mills.  The cemetery property, in later years, was given to the St. John Baptist Church of Edgewater to operate as a nonprofit cemetery.  The entire property consists of about eight acres.  

The Alabama Historical Commission administers the Alabama Historic Cemetery Program that gives aid to the general public, government officials, civic groups, and others in identifying, documenting, registering, and conserving Alabama’s historic cemeteries.

The Historic Cemetery Register Program recognizes and honors those cemeteries that have a significant historical association and were established at least 40 years ago. Listing in the state cemetery register is an honorary designation imposing no restrictions on property owners.  

To protect, preserve, and interpret Alabama’s historic places is the mission of the Alabama Historical Commission, Alabama’s state agency for historic preservation.
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