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Opp’s Mizell Mansion Listed to the Alabama Register

The Alabama Historical Commission recently listed the Mizell Mansion in Opp to the Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage. 
The Mizell Mansion is among Opp’s finest residences.  Completed in 1939, the house was designed by noted Montgomery architect Frank Lockwood for Charles Mizell who was influential in establishing Opp as a progressive community.  Mizell had a controlling interest in Nicolas Cotton Mills and was president of the First National Bank.  Mizell Hospital is named in his honor.  
 

The 9000-square-foot, 21-room mansion retains most of its original features including its brick veneer and corbelling, tile roof, and Tudor-inspired details.  “The interior is especially fine with its Cypress wood paneling and parquet floors, carved mahogany built-ins, pointed arch doors and windows, wrought iron staircase and gate doors, marble swimming pool, and even a secret passageway containing a staircase to the upper level,” said Melanie Betz, an architectural historian with the Alabama Historical Commission.
 

The house was recently sold to Patricia Fleming of California who plans to restore the house to its original grandeur.  
The Alabama Register is an official listing of buildings, sites, structures, objects, and districts. These properties, which may be of national, state, and local significance, are deemed worthy of preservation by the Alabama Historical Commission.      
 Listing to the Alabama Register is an honorary designation and carries no restrictions or financial incentives. 
To protect, preserve, and interpret Alabama’s historic places is the mission of the Alabama Historical Commission, Alabama’s state agency for historic preservation.
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