[image: image1.png]preserve/:\ B

ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION




468 South Perry Street ( P. O. Box 300900 ( Montgomery, AL 36130-0900 (  (334) 242-3184

September 20, 2007                                                Contact: Tara Lanier, (334) 230-2680

Sherlock, Smith & Adams: 263-6481

To be awarded on Friday—

MONTGOMERY FIRM RECEIVES PRESERVATION AWARD
2007 Alabama Preservation Awards

FRIDAY, SEPT. 21

Huntsville Embassy Suites, Big Spring Ballroom

Noon – 1:30 p.m.
The Alabama Historical Commission presented its annual preservation awards on Friday (Sept. 21) during the Alabama Preservation Conference held in Huntsville.
Sherlock, Smith and Adams, an architectural and engineering firm based in Montgomery, received a distinguished service award for its renovation of Birmingham’s grand gothic-inspired Woodlawn High School. Completed in 1922, today Woodlawn Magnet High School serves around 600 students. Because of the leadership of Principal Shirley Graham, Sherlock, Smith & Adams was commissioned to renovate the building. 

“Woodlawn High School had always been a source of pride for this community and embodied a sense of place and belonging for students, their parents, and faculty. The design team of Sherlock, Smith & Adams knew this was an opportunity to make a difference for not only the children, but for the entire community,” said Sander Dix, AIA, the managing architect for the project.

Exterior limestone was painstakingly cleaned and replacement pieces handpicked to match existing textures and colors. Suspended interior ceilings were removed to reveal beautiful plastered molding and cornice work. Great emphasis was placed on preserving the awe-inspiring mural in the auditorium painted between 1934 and 1939 for the Works Progress Administration. A fundraising campaign for the mural’s restoration is now underway. 
The Alabama Preservation Conference is sponsored by the Alabama Historical Commission, the Black Heritage Council, the Alabama Trust for Historic Preservation, and the Historic Huntsville Foundation. The three-day conference focused on the historic Tennessee Valley.

To protect, preserve, and interpret Alabama’s historic places is the mission of the Alabama Historical Commission.
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