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At Brierfield Ironworks Historical State Park--

Sunshine and Dorothy Morton House Listed in Alabama Register

The Alabama Historical Commission recently listed the Sunshine and Dorothy Morton House now located at Brierfield Ironworks Historical State Park in Bibb County to the Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage.  

The Alabama Register is an official listing of buildings, sites, structures, objects, and districts. These properties, which may be of national, state, and local significance, are deemed worthy of preservation by the Alabama Historical Commission.
Originally built around 1930 for L. P. Siegel, the Sunshine and Dorothy Morton House was originally located in Hoover in Jefferson County.  Boyette Edgar “Sunshine” Morton and his wife Dorothy purchased the then-rural property in 1942.  The house and property remained in the Morton family until recently when the Morton’s sons, Stephen and Barry, had their childhood home moved to Brierfield Park.  
The Mortons envisioned the move as a way to preserve this unusual house and allow it to be used by the public.  The house will increase the park’s existing rental accommodations. 

“Prior to the move, each stone of the notable end chimney was numbered as it was taken down,” said David Ray of the Alabama Historical Commission.  This painstakingly ordered method of disassembly has allowed the stone chimney to be re-erected according to its original arrangement.  
“The move was also complicated by the discovery that the house’s floor is not structurally integrated into its log walls, but instead “floats” within the walls’ perimeter framework, on its own piers,” said Ray.  
Eventually, a solution for transporting this atypical structure was devised, and the house was moved in two parts.  At Brierfield, it was set down on a site that closely resembles its original setting atop a low knoll.

(more)

The Sunshine and Dorothy Morton House is listed in the Alabama Register for its architectural significance.  It constitutes an excellent example of the early-20th century interest in rustic architecture, a trend whose popularity is exemplified by its extensive use for WPA (Works Progress Administration) and CCC (Civilian Conservation Corps) building projects, also during the 1930s. 

Listing in the Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage is an honorary designation and carries no restrictions or financial incentives. 

To protect, preserve, and interpret Alabama’s historic places is the mission of the Alabama Historical Commission, Alabama’s state agency for historic preservation.
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