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TWO MOBILE COUNTY CEMETERIES ADDED TO ALABAMA HISTORIC CEMETERY REGISTER

The Alabama Historical Commission recently added Myers Cemetery and Old Plateau Cemetery to the Alabama Historic Cemetery Register.“The cemetery register is a prestigious listing of historic cemeteries in Alabama,” said Lee Anne Wofford, cemetery program coordinator.  “The AHC considers the notable historic cemeteries in this register to be particularly worthy of preservation and appreciation, and therefore deserving of this special recognition.”

There are now five cemeteries in Mobile County on the Alabama Historic Cemetery Register, which features 217cemteries statewide. 

Myers Cemetery was established in 1849.  The Myers family, consisting of Frederick Daniel Myers (1792-1865); his wife, Rachael Dantzler Rhodes (1794-1860); their four sons; and one daughter,  left Orangeburg District, South Carolina in the 1820s, heading for Texas.  However, after staying for a few years in Mississippi, most of the Myers family settled in Eight Mile in what is now Chickasabogue Park in 1847.   The first marked burial occurred in 1855.  The cemetery was deeded in the 1960s to the Whistler Methodist Church.  At a later time, the church deeded the cemetery to Mobile County as part of the newly created Chickasabogue Park.  The Friends of Myers Cemetery incorporated in 2000 as a tax exempt, charitable non-profit corporation in California.   

Old Plateau Cemetery dates back to the late 1800s and is located in the community known as Africa Town, the area along Mobile River where the last cargo of Africans landed in 1860 aboard the slave ship, Clotilde.  According to local history, this landing was the last recorded attempt to import Africans to the United States for the purpose of slavery.  The cemetery features a large monument to Cudjo Lewis, the last survivor of the Clotilde.  Lewis was born in 1847 in Dahomey, Africa (now Benin) and died in 1935.  Old Plateau Cemetery Association, Inc. formed in 1999 to preserve and maintain the cemetery.  

The Alabama Historical Commission administers the Alabama Historic Cemetery Program that gives aid to the general public, government officials, civic groups, and others in identifying, documenting, registering, and conserving Alabama’s historic cemeteries.The Alabama Historic Cemetery Register officially recognizes and honors family and community cemeteries that were established at least 40 years ago. Listing in the state cemetery register is an honorary designation imposing no restrictions on property owners.  State law protects all cemeteries from willful desecration and destruction.  
To protect, preserve, and interpret Alabama’s historic places is the mission of the Alabama Historical Commission, Alabama’s state agency for historic preservation.
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