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468 South Perry Street ( P. O. Box 300900 ( Montgomery, AL 36130-0900 (  (334) 242-3184

September 20, 2007                                                Contact: Tara Lanier, (334) 230-2680

NUCOR STEEL RECEIVES DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

2007 Alabama Preservation Awards

FRIDAY, SEPT. 21

Huntsville Embassy Suites, Big Spring Ballroom

Noon – 1:30 p.m.
The Alabama Historical Commission presented Nucor Steel Decatur its Distinguished Service Award on Friday (Sept. 21) during the Alabama Preservation Conference held in Huntsville.
The circa 1820 Dr. William Murphey House is one of the oldest frame structures in the state and a rare surviving example of an early small-scale plantation dwelling.  It was listed in the National Register in 1988. 

Previous corporate owners of the property had allowed the Historical Commission to do emergency stabilization work in the mid-1990s.  This is where things stood when Nucor Steel, an international company, acquired the property in 2002.

Through discussions with Historical Commission staff, Nucor’s Environmental Officer Kim Pritchard became aware of the house’s significance.  Mr. Pritchard, along with the support of Nucor’s CEO, helped initiate the house’s rescue and restoration. 
Mr. Pritchard was later joined in this effort by another Nucor employee, Roger Handley.  Since Mr. Pritchard’s transfer to their Texas facility, Mr. Handley has continued to guide and support the effort to restore the Murphey House.

Although delayed by unexpected structural problems—including the partial collapse and restoration of one of the two massive stone chimneys—the project is moving forward. The Murphy house is envisioned as a landscape feature in an employee park now under construction. 

“This innovative and public-spirited effort to preserve a fragile part of Alabama’s architectural and historical legacy is worth recognizing,” said Alabama Rep. Laura Hall.  Roger Handley and Kim Pritchard, who traveled from Texas specifically for the awards program, received the distinguished service award from Ms. Hall.
(more)

The Alabama Preservation Conference is sponsored by the Alabama Historical Commission, the Black Heritage Council, the Alabama Trust for Historic Preservation, and the Historic Huntsville Foundation.
The three-day conference focuses on the historic Tennessee Valley with a tour on Saturday hosted by the Alabama Trust that travels to Mooresville, Decatur, and Hartselle.

To protect, preserve, and interpret Alabama’s historic places is the mission of the Alabama Historical Commission.
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