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ETOWAH COUNTY’S OLD HARMONY CEMETERY LISTED TO ALABAMA HISTORIC CEMETERY REGISTER

The Alabama Historical Commission recently listed Old Harmony Cemetery in Rainbow City to the Alabama Historic Cemetery Register.

“The cemetery register is a prestigious listing of historic cemeteries in Alabama,” said Lee Anne Wofford, program coordinator.  “The AHC considers the notable historic cemeteries in this register to be particularly worthy of preservation and appreciation, and therefore deserving of this special recognition.”

Old Harmony Cemetery is the third cemetery in Etowah County to be listed in the Alabama Historic Cemetery Register which features 130 cemeteries statewide.  

According to Jerry B. Jones of Gadsden who submitted the nomination, the first burials occurred in the summer of 1784 after a group of families who were migrating from Georgia to west Florida were attacked by Indians as they camped at a large spring on the Cahaba Road.   Chickasaw trader John Gunter came upon the scene and as legend holds, dug a common grave and buried the dead.  
Edmond Jones, the lone survivor whose father died in the attack, later gave land for Old Harmony Cemetery in 1841.  Additional land was donated to the cemetery in 1937 and it now contains about six acres in the heart of Rainbow City.  According to Mr. Jones, this is the oldest cemetery in Etowah County, the oldest known cemetery in northeast Alabama, and one of the oldest cemeteries in north Alabama that is still being used for burials.  

The Alabama Historical Commission administers the Alabama Historic Cemetery Program that gives aid to the general public, government officials, civic groups, and others in identifying, documenting, registering, and conserving Alabama’s historic cemeteries.

The Historic Cemetery Register Program recognizes and honors those cemeteries that have a significant historical association and were established at least 40 years ago.

Listing in the state cemetery register is an honorary designation imposing no restrictions on property owners.  

To protect, preserve, and interpret Alabama’s historic places is the mission of the Alabama Historical Commission, Alabama’s state agency for historic preservation.
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