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In Lauderdale County--
St. Florian Historic District Listed to the Alabama Register

The Alabama Historical Commission has listed the St. Florian Historic District in Lauderdale County to the Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage. 

German farmers settled St. Florian, a small agricultural town, around 1872.  The district is significant in the areas of architecture and ethnic history.
“Father A. J. Heuser of the German Catholic Homestead Society of Cincinnati purchased the old Wilson Plantation and by the end of the decade he had recruited a colony of Germans from the Midwest and Northeast to settle in this area of rolling farmland,” said Melanie Betz of the Alabama Historical Commission.
The farms have their own distinctive architecture and method of construction dating from the late-19th century, including one-and-a-half and two-story farm houses.  Many of the houses built by the original settlers are still occupied by descendants and many of the historic outbuildings have survived as well.
Since 1873 St. Michael’s Catholic Church has continued to serve as the community’s cornerstone.  A town picnic which began in 1873 continues to be held annually.
The Alabama Register is an official listing of buildings, sites, structures, objects, and districts. These properties, which may be of national, state, and local significance, are deemed worthy of preservation by the Alabama Historical Commission.      
 Listing to the Alabama Register is an honorary designation and carries no restrictions or financial incentives. 
To protect, preserve, and interpret Alabama’s historic places is the mission of the Alabama Historical Commission, Alabama’s state agency for historic preservation.
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