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ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION




468 South Perry Street ( P. O. Box 300900 ( Montgomery, AL 36130-0900 (  (334) 242-3184

September 27, 2007                                                  Contact: Lee Anne Wofford, (334) 230-2659
Citronelle, Mobile County—

ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH ADDED TO ALABAMA REGISTER

The Alabama Historical Commission recently listed St. Thomas Episcopal Church in Citronelle to the Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage. The building is Gothic Revival in its architectural design which is very unusual for the area.
The church had its beginnings in 1890 with a small group meeting at the Hygeia Hotel.  Dr. J. Michael, proprietor of the hotel, and his family along with the Depew family were the founders. 

In 1891 land was purchased from the M&O Railroad.  The church was constructed and dedicated in 1895.

From 1920 to 1940 the church functioned as a service to the community.  Citronelle had numerous visitors seeking a milder climate and the spring waters which were said to hold curative power.
The Altar Guild provided a main source of income by sponsoring teas, musicals, and church bazaars.  The membership declined in the mid-‘40s with members attending other area churches.  Services stopped for several years but the building was maintained and necessary repairs were made.

From 1960-1990, the membership remained few but strong.  Since 1991 St. Thomas has continued to offer services to the community.  The small structure seats about 80 people and its original architectural design has been maintained over the years.

The Alabama Register is an official listing of buildings, sites, structures, objects, and districts. These properties, which may be of national, state, and local significance, are deemed worthy of preservation by the Alabama Historical Commission.      
 Listing to the Alabama Register is an honorary designation and carries no restrictions or financial incentives. 
To protect, preserve, and interpret Alabama’s historic places is the mission of the Alabama Historical Commission, Alabama’s state agency for historic preservation.
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