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Auburn’s Sunny Slope Listed to the Alabama Register

The Alabama Historical Commission recently listed Sunny Slope in Auburn to the Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage. 
Sunny Slope was once the center of a 2000-acre plantation located on the edge of Auburn.  Constructed around 1850, its Greek Revival architecture reflects the type of buildings common to the area about a decade or so before the Civil War.  Some of the characteristics include well-proportioned, square columns, a broad sloping roof, an expansive porch, and a central hall plan.  
The house was built by William Flewellen Samford, the father of Alabama Governor William J. Samford.  Governor Samford spent his early years at Sunny Slope.  The elder Samford was a gentleman farmer, lawyer, and politician who later worked in President Polk’s administration.  He later became recognized statewide for his writings in support of Alabama Secession.   In 1861, the 14th and 18th Alabama Confederate regiments were organized on the grounds of Sunny Slope.  

The Emrick family bought the property in 1890.  Descendents of this family still own Sunny Slope today.  
The Alabama Historical Commission and the Alabama Trust for Historic Preservation recently named Sunny Slope to its list of “Places in Peril” for 2007.  The joint program highlights some of Alabama’s most significant endangered historic properties.
Situated on a wooded five-acre site, Sunny Slope is threatened by both residential and commercial encroachment. “Sensitive development of the surrounding acreage while preserving the house as a visual centerpiece is one proposed way for accommodating development that is perhaps inevitable, while preserving a rare relic from Auburn’s earliest days,” suggests Robert Gamble, senior architectural historian with the Alabama Historical Commission. 
(more)

The Alabama Register is an official listing of buildings, sites, structures, objects, and districts. These properties, which may be of national, state, and local significance, are deemed worthy of preservation by the Alabama Historical Commission.      
 Listing to the Alabama Register is an honorary designation and carries no restrictions or financial incentives. 
To protect, preserve, and interpret Alabama’s historic places is the mission of the Alabama Historical Commission, Alabama’s state agency for historic preservation.


# # #
