[image: image1.png]preserve/:\ B

ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION




468 South Perry Street ( P. O. Box 300900 ( Montgomery, AL 36130-0900 (  (334) 242-3184

August 9, 2007                                                          Contact: Lee Anne Wofford, (334) 230-2659
TWO AUBURN CEMETERIES LISTED TO ALABAMA HISTORIC CEMETERY REGISTER

The Alabama Historical Commission (AHC) recently listed Pine Hill Cemetery and Baptist Hill Cemetery, both located in Auburn, to the Alabama Historic Cemetery Register.

“The cemetery register is a prestigious listing of historic cemeteries in Alabama,” said Lee Anne Wofford, cemetery program coordinator.  “The AHC considers the notable historic cemeteries in this register to be particularly worthy of preservation and appreciation, and therefore deserving of this special recognition.”  

There are now two cemeteries in Lee County listed in the register which features 125 cemeteries statewide.  

According to Dr. Ann B. Pearson of Auburn who submitted the nomination, Pine Hill Cemetery dates back to 1837 and is the oldest of Auburn’s four burying grounds.  The cemetery features the grave of the founder of Auburn, Judge John J. Harper; five of the college presidents; prominent faculty members and businessmen, as well as numerous military veterans from the Civil War, World Wars I and II, and succeeding conflicts.  

Baptist Hill Cemetery on Dean Road is Auburn’s oldest separate black burial ground.  In the early 1870s, a congregation of freed slaves built the first black church in Auburn at the top of a slope on East Thach on land donated by a white man.  The large frame church soon gave the name “Baptist Hill” to the surrounding area.  Members of Auburn A.M.E. Zion, C.M.E. Luke, White Street Baptist, and other churches were buried in Baptist Hill.  The oldest marked grave is that of Virginia Perdue who was buried in 1889.  

The Historic Cemetery Register Program recognizes and honors those cemeteries that have a significant historical association and were established at least 40 years ago. Listing in the state cemetery register is an honorary designation imposing no restrictions on property owners.  
To protect, preserve, and interpret Alabama’s historic places is the mission of the Alabama Historical Commission, Alabama’s state agency for historic preservation.
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