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Valley Head United Methodist Church Listed to the Alabama Register

The Alabama Historical Commission has listed Valley Head United Methodist Church in DeKalb County to the Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage. 
Significant in the area of architecture, the original section of the church was constructed in 1871.  In 1904 the building was moved to its present site.
In 1917, the original building was divided and a new sanctuary, entrance, classroom, bell tower, and a steeple were added.  Jesse Barnard, the chief bridge builder for the Alabama Great Southern Railroad, oversaw the 1917 remodeling.

“According to those who nominated the church to the register, ‘the building is an exceedingly beautiful structure that cannot be duplicated or replaced’,” said Melanie Betz of the Alabama Historical Commission.  “Of particular interest is the fine stained glass window,” Betz added.
Valley Head United Methodist is associated historically with Col. Joseph Davenport, an associate of Andrew Jackson, and the William O. Winston family.  William Winston began the Alabama Great Southern Railroad which is today part of Norfolk Southern.
The Alabama Register is an official listing of buildings, sites, structures, objects, and districts. These properties, which may be of national, state, and local significance, are deemed worthy of preservation by the Alabama Historical Commission.      
 Listing to the Alabama Register is an honorary designation and carries no restrictions or financial incentives. 
To protect, preserve, and interpret Alabama’s historic places is the mission of the Alabama Historical Commission, Alabama’s state agency for historic preservation.
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