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Alabama Historical Commission

As Wheeler and Sherrod houses near completion 
Senator Jeff Sessions praises progress

RYPKEMA REVEALS THE ECONOMICS OF PRESERVATION
At the 2010 Annual Preser-

vation Conference, economic 
development consultant Dono-
van Rypkema educated hundreds 
on the economic benefits of ren-
ovating historic properties and 
downtowns. Downtown revital-
ization is often not considered 
economic development, but it is.  

Rypkema said, "Downtown 
revitalization is not about making 
buildings cute and adding flower 
pots.  It is about jobs, investment, 
new and expanded business and 

A construction crew works on a historic building on South Perry Street in 
downtown Montgomery. Previously a vacant commercial space, this build-
ing was adapted into an upscale condo and is now occupied.

Senator Sessions reviews documents from the Wheeler Family Collection. 
From left to right: AHC Commissioner Guin Robinson, AHC Commission-
er and State Tourism Dept. Director Lee Sentell, Senator Jeff Sessions, 
Site Director Melissa Beasley, Wheeler Collection Curator Kara Long.

Senator Jeff Sessions praised 
an Alabama Historical Commis-
sion restoration this summer.  
Known for his love of Alabama 
history, Sessions took time to 
tour Pond Spring-The General 
Joe Wheeler Home this summer.

Site Director Melissa Bea-
sley’s engaging tales of General 
Wheeler and life on this Tennes-
see Valley plantation delighted 
him.  The site’s history and po-
tential to help the local economy 
impressed him.  “I’m going to do 
all I can to make sure this piece 
of Alabama’s treasure is saved,” 
Sessions said.   

The plantation will be a tour-
ist destination when General Joe 
Wheeler’s house reopens to 
the public next year.  Wheeler’s 
1880s home is the center of the 
50 acre historic site, which con-
tains the homes of earlier own-
ers — John Hickman’s 1818 log 
cabin and Benjamin Sherrod’s 
1827 house.  The complex in-
cludes eight outbuildings, three 
cemeteries, a boxwood garden, 
an Indian mound and the spring-

fed pond that gave the plantation 
its historic name. 

Wheeler was an outstand-
ing Confederate General who 
later advocated reunification, 
fought in the Spanish American 
War, and served in the U.S. Con-
gress.  After his death his daugh-
ter, Annie, turned the house into 
a shrine to him. The collection 
of 10,000 artifacts are currently 
stored off-site. 

The current $1.1 mil-
lion project will complete the 
Wheeler Home, return the ar-
tifacts, and re-establish “Miss An-
nie’s” shrine.  It will also finish 
the exterior of  Sherrod’s house.  
Future plans include restoring 
the Sherrod House interior, a 
frame barn, a carriage house and 
the boxwood gardens. 

The Friends of Joe Wheeler 
Foundation donated $200,000 
toward the Wheeler home res-
toration. According to AHC  
Director Frank White, “The 
foundation’s support has been 
crucial to our ability to reopen 
Wheeler’s home to the public.”

PRESERVATION PAYS IN ALABAMA

 FOR EVERY $1 MILLION SPENT IN HISTORIC REHABILITATION 
. $806,000^ in household income added to state's economy
. 26.5 jobs* are created

^ $240,000 more than new construction, $290,000 more than manufacturing
* 6 more jobs than new construction, 9 more than manufacturing

source: Don Rypkema, PlaceEconomics

increasing the tax base."
He also said that historic 

buildings have a role as small 
business incubators. Many small 
businesses locate in historic 
downtowns because of the rela-
tively affordable rent.

Rypkema's data shows that 
investment in historic preserva-
tion creates more jobs and has 
a greater economic impact than 
an equal amount of investment in 
new construction and manufac-
turing output.      

Restoration work on the 
Sherrod House origi-
nal shutters (left) has 
just been completed. 
The lead contractor of 
the  $1.1 million project 
is H&N Construction of 
Florence, Ala.  Alabama 
Correctional Industries 
also worked on the proj-
ect.  The project is pro-
viding jobs for local high-
skill, high-wage workers 
in an industry hard hit 
by the recession. (See  
related story below)    
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  AHC 2011 FEDERAL WORK PLAN

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
Make presentations to the public on the environmental review pro-
gram and Section 106 requirements.  Attend meetings with project 
contacts to assist with review and compliance issues.  Make site vis-
its to assess National Register eligibility, consult on mitigation mea-
sures and to address rehabilitation issues. Review Phase I archae-
ology reports, Phase II archaeology reports, and Phase III reports.  
Review development projects for compliance with the Secretary 
of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation.  Respond to inquiries 
on environmental review projects. Conduct biweekly Section 106 
meetings to coordinate review and maintenance of projects.  Pro-
vide Section 106 and disaster planning workshop for consultants 
and communities.  Prepare Memorandum of Agreement and Pro-
grammatic Agreements.  Maintain database to track projects.

PUBLIC ARCHAEOLOGY EDUCATION PROJECT
Provide presentations to public and public officials on general  
significance of archaeological sites.  Respond to requests for infor-
mation on archaeological projects.

NATIONAL REGISTER/ALABAMA REGISTER PROGRAMS
Provide National Register information at workshops.  Enter data 
into NR Database.  Submit nominations to state review board  
and forward to National Park Service.  Prepare public notices and 
NR certificates.  Respond to inquiries on the NR program. Hold 
three NR review board meetings.  Review NR nominations.  Review  
Preliminary Information Forms on historic properties.  Review  
draft and final Alabama Register nominations.  Make site visits to 
assess eligibility.  Present nominations to staff review board and  
prepare certificates.

PRESERVATION TAX CREDITS
Respond to requests for general information on tax incentives  
program. Make public presentations on program and distribute  
information.  Communicate with active tax credit project contacts 
and make site visits to review potential and active projects.  Review 
applications and forward to National Park Service.

MAIN STREET
Assist with the creation and launch of a statewide non-profit  
organization to be Alabama’s Main Street Coordinating Program,  
including seeking start up funding, recruiting board members,  
securing 501(c)(3) status, and assisting with executive director search.   
Continue to provide assistance and information to existing and  
potential communities and provide 4 points training for quarterly 
manager meetings until director is hired.

ARCHAEOLOGY AND STRUCTURE SURVEYS
Make site visits in response to public concerns and provide consul-
tation on archaeological resources and survey efforts from state and 
contracted projects.  Respond to requests for information on the 
architectural survey program.  Make site visits to assess architectur-
al survey issues.  Seek opportunities to digitize architectural survey 
data and provide in a public and web-accessible format.  Monitor 
architectural survey grants and perform in-house structure surveys.  
Provide for public involvement with architectural survey projects.  
Maintain paper files in accessible and useful format.  Make site visits 
to assess cemetery preservation issues and/or conduct cemetery 
surveys.  Hold workshops on cemetery preservation, maintenance, 
and legal issues.  Maintain cemetery register program.  Process cem-
etery survey forms and cemetery historical marker applications 
completed by public.  Respond to requests for information.

EASEMENT PROGRAM
Provide information on historic preservation easements to the 
public.  Assist property owners with developing preservation  
easements.  Review development proposals on properties with 
easements.  Develop local partnerships to assist with easement  
promotion and monitoring.

CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Make site visits to provide technical assistance, training and grant 
assistance to participating CLG programs.  Provide information on 
CLG program and grants to interested communities though phone, 
e-mail and packets.  Make site visits to interested communities com-
mitted to the process.  Review CLG applications from communi-
ties applying to the program.  Review annual reports from CLGs 
and recommend re-certification or decertification.  Conduct an-
nual CLG training workshop.  Develop certification requirements 
for local historic preservation commissioners and distribute for 
comments.  Manage CLG grant program to insure projects are in  
accordance with federal program standards.  Provide regular e-news 
to CLG contacts.  Attend state planning workshops.

PRESERVATION/CONSERVATION ASSISTANCE
Assist the public with technical preservation and design issues for 
historic properties.  Respond to requests for information.  Make site 
visits to provide assistance.

PRESERVATION TRUST FUND MANAGEMENT
Monitor active trust fund grant projects.  

ARCHAEOLOGY SUPERVISION OF HISTORIC  
PRESERVATION ACTIVITIES
Review contract reports on resources at AHC sites.  Participate in 
master planning and field archaeology at AHC sites.  Coordinate 
maritime council activities.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLANNING
Distribute approved plan to statewide constituents and by request.  
Provide plan on agency web site.  Make presentations at regional 
meetings to planning and community development groups to reach 
new audiences and educate constituents on the statewide goals and 
objectives.  

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMPONENT IN MAJOR 
STATEWIDE ACTIVITIES
Participate with Alabama Communities of Excellence community as-
sessments and programs to coordinate preservation objectives with 
statewide community development initiatives. Participate in regular 
state Scenic Byways Council meetings and assessment of proposed 
state byways to adequately address cultural resources. Participate 
with Your Town Alabama workshop and organizational meetings to 
educate local citizens on preservation tools and programs.

PUBLIC INFORMATION PROGRAM
Maintain and update web site content; produce and distrib-
ute bimonthly Preservation Report agency newsletter. De-
velop and promote preservation awareness in general and  
specialized media through workshops, publications, presentations, 
events, audience development, heritage area development, and  
historic markers.  Assist preservation partners in development of 
annual 2010 statewide preservation conference, collaborative state-
wide funding plan, and Black Heritage Council Forum.  Assist with 
technical assistance through workshops, publications, and web-
based information.

ASSIST STATE LAW ENFORCEMENT
Provide consultations on cemetery preservation and relocation re-
quests and issue cemetery permits.  Provide archaeological consul-
tation on burial issues.

The federal work plan activities are designed to assist the 
state in meeting goals and objectives for historic preservation.  
To comment on the plan contact:

Mary Shell
AHC - P. O. Box 300900
Montgomery AL 36130-0900
334.230.2691  /  mshell@preserveala.org

mailto:mary.shell%40preserveala.org?subject=Federal%20Work%20Plan
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2010 ANNUAL REPORT
Helping people protect, preserve, use, and interpret 
our historic buildings, towns and archaeological sites.   

In FY 2010, the Alabama Historical Commission: 

Welcomed 343,908 visitors to our historic sites to 
learn and experience our history at the very places it 
was made. 

Attracted 79,462 visitors to our web site.

Responded to 15,338 requests for information and 
assistance in understanding, protecting, and interpreting 
Alabama’s historic and pre-historic treasures. 

Reached 5,300 people with Preservation Report 
bimonthly newsletter. 

Garnered 448 media stories on AHC programs, events, 
historic sites, and staff members. 

Organized, sponsored, cosponsored or presented at  
lectures, conferences, workshops, public presentations, 
hearings, or special programs at our own historic sites, 
reaching 57,084 people with information, learning  
opportunities, or celebratory events. 

Responded to 150 requests about endangered 
properties and monitored 243 properties on the 
Preservation Watch List.  

Continued to protect 86 properties with easements. 

Received $151,168 in national funding for the devel-
opment and interpretation of AHC historic sites. 

Added 180 historic buildings, sites, and structures 
to the Alabama Inventory.  

Listed 12 entries in the National Register of 
Historic Places, a nationwide listing of America’s places 
worth preserving. 

Assisted owners of 7 properties qualify for federal 
rehabilitation tax credits, resulting in over $4.9 million 
in private investment in Alabama’s historic places. 

Provided guidance and assistance to 24 cities with 
historic preservation ordinances protecting over 
12,765 historic houses, schools, community buildings, 
commercial buildings and places of worship. 

Reviewed 10 permits for actions that affect cemeteries. 

Reviewed 1,745 federally funded, licensed, or 
permitted projects for impacts on historic resources, 
clearing 1,327 of the projects on first review.

Engaged 862 volunteers in 12,231 hours of 
assistance at AHC historic sites. 

Trained 157 people in how to develop their historic 
downtowns through the Main Street small town  
economic development system.

The 2010 Annual Conference offered participants hands-on training, like 
this windows restoration workshop.  More than 175 people attended the 
annual historic preservation conference, held in Montgomery.  

In April, volunteers worked at Old Cahawba near Selma for Park 
Day.  Park Day is a national volunteer effort to help maintain the 
landscape of Civil War historic sites.  Park Day is recognized by the 
U.S. Department of the Interior as a “Take Pride in America” event.   
Pond Spring - The General Joe Wheeler Home, also participated in 2010.

Students enjoy learning about the customs and traditions of the early set-
tlers in Alabama.  In November,  these  fourth-grade students participated  
in the Annual Frontier Days at Fort Toulouse/Fort Jackson in Wetumpka, 
which attracted over 11,000 people in 2010. 
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ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION
468 South Perry Street / P. O. Box 300900

Montgomery, AL 36130-0900 / (334) 242-3184
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Funded in part with funds from the National Park Service, Department of the Interior, but does not 
necessarily reflect its views. Regulations of the U.S. Department of the Interior prohibit unlawful 
discrimination in federally assisted programs on the basis of race, color, handicap, and/or national 
origin.

Any person who believes he or she has been discriminated against in any program, activity, or 
facility operated by a recipient of federal assistance should write to:

Director, Equal Opportunity Program /  U. S. Department of the Interior
National Park Service / P. O. Box 37127 / Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

PRESERVATIONREPORT
Alabama Historical Commission

www.preserveala.org
Preserve, Protect, and Interpret Alabama’s Historic Places

STATEWIDE REPORT

Please e-mail address corrections to: jgreene@preserveala.org

Published by the Birmingham 
Historical Society, Digging Out 
of the Great Depression - Federal 
Programs at Work In and Around 
Birmingham gives readers a visual 
tour of projects funded by federal 
recovery programs. Agencies like 
the CCC, PWA and WPA funded 
the projects. The book features 
over 200 historic photographs 
and covers some sites outside of 
Birmingham like Bunker Tower at 
Cheaha State Park, located at the 
state's highest point.

For more information about 
the book: www.bhistorical.org

Celebrate Alabama's music.
YEAR OF MUSIC 

Book focuses on federal programs 
in post-Depression Birmingham Mike Bunn has been appointed 

to the AHC, representing the His-
toric Chattahoochee Commission. 
Bunn has served as the Curator of 
History at the Columbus Museum. 
His career also includes working 
for the Alabama Historical Com-
mission at Fort Morgan, the Tusca-
loosa County Preservation Society, 
and the Mississippi Department of 
Archives and History. He earned his 
bachelor’s degree in History from 
Faulkner University, and graduate 
degrees in both History and Higher 
Education Administration from the 
University of Alabama. 

Bunn serves as Chair of the 
Historic Chattahoochee Commis-
sion. He also volunteers for the 

Mike Bunn joins AHC

         Mike Bunn

Georgia Humanities Council, the 
Eufaula Heritage Association, Co-
lumbus State University’s History 
and Geography Department, and 
United Way of the Chattahoochee 
Valley. He is the co-author of two 
books: Images of America: Lower 
Chattahoochee River and Battle for 
the Southern Frontier: The Creek War 
and the War of 1812.

Visit Muscle Shoals Sound Studio and 
tour the studio where Lynyrd Skynyrd, 
Rolling Stones, Willie Nelson and James 
Brown recorded. If you like jazz, tour  
Birmingham's Carver Theatre, where Duke  
Ellington and Lionel Hampton have played.

alabama.travel/activities/tours-and-trails/civil-war-trailwww.yearofalabamamusic.com

http://www.bhistorical.org
http://www.fame2.com
http://alabama.travel/activities/tours-and-trails/civil-war-trail
http://www.yearofalabamamusic.com

