
Tourists visiting Alabama 
can now add the General Joe 
Wheeler Home in Hillsboro 
to their list of historic places 
to see.  Beginning on March 17 
the General Joe Wheeler Home 
at Pond Spring will be open for 
group tours.   The AHC closed 
the home in 2000 and just fin-
ished restoring the 1880s home 
in February.

The AHC restored the 
house to the period when Miss 
Annie Wheeler displayed her 

father’s uniforms, medals, and 
memorabilia from the Civil War 
and Spanish-American War.  The 
Wheeler family collection has 
also been returned to the home.

"We are excited to open the 
General Joe Wheeler Home to 
the public, and invite you to tour 
the house and grounds," said 
Melissa Beasley, site director. 

To schedule a group tour: 
256.637.8513

wheplan@hiwaay.net
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SUPPORT PRESERVATION, SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY 
Historic preservation helps 

develop communities across  
Alabama and is a significant 
component in the state's eco-
nomic recovery.

The Alabama Historical 
Commission assists mayors, city 
planners, real estate developers, 
teachers, students, and residents 
in all 67 counties.  We are sup-
ported by the federal Historic 
Preservation Fund and the state 
General Fund.

The AHC is joining with all 
50 State Historic Preservation 
Offices (SHPO) in supporting 
full funding of $50 million for 
the Historic Preservation Fund.  
This money funds many AHC 
programs like the National 
Register and the Federal Reha-
bilitation Tax Credit programs.  

In 2010, the tax credit program 
created more than 41,000 jobs 
and generated $3.4 billion in 
private investment nationwide.  
These jobs are high-wage, high-
skill jobs–with local contractors 
hiring local workers.

Historic preservation's eco-
nomic development impact is 
strong, but it would be stronger 
if there was a state rehabilita-
tion tax credit.  Currently, there 
is a bill before the Alabama State 
Legislature that provides a new 
25% state income tax credit for 
historic building rehabilitation 
projects.

HB 271 provides tax cred-
its for projects in Birmingham, 
Huntsville, Mobile, and Mont-
gomery.  This tax credit would 
be available for projects in any 

downtown core area or central 
business district, or any historic 
districts.   The credit would apply 
to buildings listed individually on 
the National Register of Histor-
ic Places, buildings contributing 
to a National Register district, 
or buildings that are eligible for 
the National Register.  

The AHC will review all 
projects to ensure that the work 
preserves the historic character 
of the building.  The AHC sup-
ports this legislation, which will 
create jobs and preserve our 
state's heritage.

"We are pleased to be a 
partner in this economic devel-
opment bill, and look forward 
to seeing it enacted," said Frank 
White, AHC executive director.

The credit would make Ala-

bama more competitive with 
regional states that offer simi-
lar credits, like Georgia, Florida, 
Mississippi, and Louisiana.  More 
than 30 states offer historic  
rehabilitation tax credits. 

The AHC also develops 
tourism statewide by working 
with state heritage areas, visitor 
centers, chambers of commerce, 
and other partners to promote 
historic trails, sites and neigh-
borhoods.  Tourism is a major 
driver of Alabama's economy, 
representing 23 million visitors 
spending $10 billion annually.  

The Historical Commission 
is in your community strength-
ening neighborhoods, develop-
ing tourism, and helping you 
protect, preserve and interpret 
Alabama's historic places.

General Joe Wheeler Home open for group tours 

www.wheelerplantation.org

Pratt Cotton Gin Factory's future uncertain
One of Alabama's first indus-

trial complexes is for sale and its 
future is in doubt.  

Prattville's Pratt Cotton Gin 
Factory, also known as Conti-
nental Gin, is for sale by Aronov 
Realty.  The property includes 
multiple buildings surrounded 
by 32 acres.  Aronov values the 
property at $2 million.   

Daniel Pratt, a native of New 
Hampshire, founded the city and 
planned the town around the 
mill complex on Autauga Creek.  
The town's design reveals a New 
England town plan uncommon 
in the Deep South.

Pratt started Daniel Pratt 
Gin Company in 1833 and built 
the first gin building in 1848.  
Other buildings followed in 
1852 and 1854.

The Autauga County Heri-
tage Association is leading the 
community's effort to preserve 
this industrial landmark and find 
a new use for it.

"We are working with com-
munity leaders and potential 
developers to create a plan that 
will give the mill complex a new 
life, while preserving its historic  
character," said Frank White,           
AHC executive director.

The Pratt Gin buildings represent some of the last of their kind anywhere in the 
United States, according to Richard O'Conner of the National Park Service.

mailto:wheplan%40hiwaay.net?subject=
www.wheelerplantation.org
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Caldwell School, Mobile, Mobile County
listed December 20, 2011

Built in 1947, Caldwell School is a locally significant example of 
the Colonial Revival architectural style.  It was a segregated pub-
lic  school  for  African-Americans in the neighborhood near Davis   
Avenue.  The school offered both primary and a secondary educa-
tion and was one of only five public schools in Mobile to do so 
for  African-Americans.  Today, the school is known as the Caldwell-
Richardson Building and is located on the main campus of Bishop 
State Community College.

Magnolia Springs Historic District, Baldwin County
listed January 27, 2012

This 163-acre district includes residences plus commercial, public 
and religious buildings.  The rural area’s natural springs and semi-
tropical climate began attracting affluent visitors from the North in 
the late 19th century.  By the early 20th century, Magnolia Springs in-
cluded a mix of permanent and transient residents with the North-
erners generally living on the north side of the river and the local 
Creoles residing on the south side.  Since then the town has evolved 
into a bedroom community of year-round residents. 

AlABAMA REGISTER OF lANDMARkS & HERITAGE
lISTED ON DECEMBER 15, 2011

BHC MEMBER LOuRETTA WIMBERLY HONORED FOR LEADERSHIP

www.preserveala.org/blackheritagecouncil.aspx

The National Voting Rights Museum and 
Institute (NVRMI) in Selma honored Black 
Heritage Council (BHC) Chair Emeritus 
Louretta Wimberly in December.  Wimberly 
was honored for her civil rights activism as 
well as her leadership in preserving historic 
African-American sites.

In 1978 a tornado heavily damaged Sel-
ma's historic First Baptist Church.  Wimberly 
led the efforts to restore the church, which 
played a central role in the 1965 Voting 
Rights March.  She helped establish the BHC 
in 1984 to advise the AHC on the preserva-

tion of African-American historic sites. 
As BHC Chair, Wimberly worked to 

nominate the route from Selma to Mont-
gomery as a National Historic Trail.  She is 
working to preserve other sites in Selma like 
R. B. Hudson High School, Selma university, 
the Boynton House, and Good Samaritan 
Hospital.  These places hold special meaning 
to her because of her involvement in Selma's 
teachers’ movement of the 1960s. 

Wimberly's leadership and action helped 
create history during the civil rights move-
ment.  Now it’s helping preserve history.

Wimberly accepts an official city proclamation from 
Selma Mayor George Patrick Evans. 

BAIlEYTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Baileyton, Cullman County (c. 1947)

THE ClIVE SHEll FARM
Chapman, Butler County (c. 1890s)

IVEY FAMIlY HOME
Webb, Houston County (c. 1904)

McGUFFEY STORE
Fackler, Jackson County (c. 1915)

THE OlD lOxlEY HOTEl
Loxley, Baldwin County (1905)

RAMAH BAPTIST CHURCH 
Midway, Barbour County (c. 1843)

SAlEM CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Letohatchee, Lowndes County (c. 1876)

W.W. HUDSON HOUSE
Crenshaw County (c. mid to late 19th century)

Ivey Family Home 

For more information: www.preserveala.org/alabamaregister.aspx
Lee Anne Wofford, 334.230.2659 / LeeAnne.Wofford@preserveala.org

Ramah Baptist Church

For more information: www.preserveala.org/nationalregister.aspx 
Susan Enzweiler, 334.230.2644 / Susan.Enzweiler@preserveala.org

www.preserveala.org/blackheritagecouncil.aspx
www.preserveala.org/alabamaregister.aspx
mailto:LeeAnne.Wofford%40preserveala.org?subject=
www.preserveala.org/nationalregister.aspx
mailto:Susan.Enzweiler%40preserveala.org?subject=
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2012 preservation conference
lighting the way for preservation: saving historic icons

May 10-12, BirMinghaM

national rosenwald schools conference
100 years of pride, progress, and preservation

june 14-16, tuskegee

The National Trust for Historic 
Preservation and the Alabama Historical 
Commission invite you to Tuskegee to 
celebrate the 100-year anniversary of the 
Rosenwald Schools program.  In 1912, 
Julius Rosenwald and Booker T. Washington 
collaborated to build the first six Rosenwald 
schools in rural Alabama.  

The conference offers more than 30 
sessions, tours, inspiring documentaries, 
social events, and roundtable discussions.  

Some of the sessions include: photogra-
phy for preservation, Rosenwald School 
case studies, research and documentation,  
surveys, grants, tax credits, and fundraising.
In addition to on-campus preservation ses-
sions, participants will have the opportunity 
to visit Rosenwald schools in the area.

Less than 15 percent of the 5,300 original 
Rosenwald schools remain, but many com-
munities have restored their schools and 
repurposed the buildings.  Conference at-

tendees will learn about these successful 
projects and have a chance to network with 
those involved with the projects.

The Rosenwald program produced 
4,977 schools constructed in 15 states.  To 
search for a Rosenwald School near you, 
visit Fisk university's online database at: 
rosenwald.fisk.edu.

To learn more about the conference, 
contact Dorothy Walker at 334.230.2665, 
or Dorothy.Walker@preserveala.org.

register online: www.rosenwaldschools.com

Conference Partners
The Alabama Historical Commission
Black Heritage Council
Alabama Trust for Historic Preservation
National Park Service
Rosenwald School Initiative Task Force
Tuskegee university
Tuskegee Human and Civil Rights Multicultural Center

Sponsors
Alabama Tourism Department
Alan Rothschild
Ford Foundation
Mildred Miller Fort Foundation, Inc.
Peter M.  AscoliOak Grove Rosenwald School, Hale County. 

The Alabama Historical Commission, 
the Alabama Trust for Historic Preservation 
and the Black Heritage Council invite you to 
the 2012 Alabama Preservation Conference 
in Birmingham.  

The conference's local partners include 
the Birmingham Historical Society, Main 
Street Birmingham, and Operation New 
Birmingham.

The event begins with a welcoming re-
ception and opening session the evening of 
Thursday, May 10 at the Birmingham His-
toric Center.  The closing luncheon will be 
held on Saturday, May 12 at the historic  
Arlington Mansion. 

On Friday morning Philip Morris, urban 
planner and former Southern Living editor, 
will deliver the keynote address.  Morris  
will explore the critical role of historic pres-
ervation in maintaining and enhancing mem-
orable places.

Following the keynote address, the 
conference will offer several preservation 
tracks including:

• Historic theatre track led by Molly 
Fortune, the Director for Preservation at 
Atlanta’s historic Fabulous Fox Theatre and 
founder of the Fox Theatre Institute.  The  
institute provides expertise and program 
guidance to historic Georgia theatres.

• Historic public parks track with 
landscape architect Jane Reed Ross of 
Goodwyn, Mills and Cawood, Inc.  This track 
examines the Olmstead Plan for Birming-
ham and the relationship of public spaces to 
historic sites and urban renewal.  

• Historic architectural elements
track led by Robinson Iron’s Scott Howell, 
project manager for the restoration of the 
historic Vulcan Sculpture.  Learn about the 
role of cast iron as a decorative architectur-
al element in urban and residential design.

• Economic development track with 
Operation New Birmingham’s David Flem-
ing, Main Street Birmingham’s Elizabeth 
Barbaree-Tasker will explore how the arts,  
incubators, and microfinance are transform-
ing two of Main Street Birmingham’s neigh-
borhood commercial districts.

• Heritage Gardening presented by 
the Birmingham Historical Society.  Includes 
a visit to the BHS’s demonstration garden.

• Birmingham's  African-American 
Heritage track hosted by the Black Heri-
tage Council and Birmingham African-
American Culture and Preservation Alliance 
(BAACPA).  This program features a tour of 
Birmingham’s Smithfield Historic District, 
including the A.M. Brown House and the 
Parker House.  

 

hotel inforMation
Historic Tutwiler Hotel

ph. 205.322.2100
conference rate through April 13

www.thetutwilerhotel.com

More conference information online:
preserveala.org/annpreservconf.aspx

© Vulcan Park and Museum 

mailto:Dorothy.Walker%40preserveala.org?subject=
www.rosenwaldschools.com
www.thetutwilerhotel.com
http://preserveala.org/annpreservconf.aspx
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Carolina Planters on the Alabama Frontier
Author Edward Pattillo docu-

ments an American family from the 
mid-18th century through Recon-
struction.  His book follows the 
family's travels from New England 
to the Carolinas, and finally to Ala-
bama.  This work offers a narrative 
of early American life from the mid-
18th century to after the Civil War.

Carolina Planters on the Alabama
Frontier: The Spencer-Robeson-McK-
enzie Family Papers is published by 
NewSouth Books.  

www.newsouthbooks.com/carolinaplanters

EVENTS CAlENDAR

Selma Pilgrimage
March 16-17
www.selmapilgrimage.com

Mobile Historic Homes Tour
March 16-17
www.historicmobile.org/homestour.htm

Eufaula Pilgrimage
March 30 - April 1
www.eufaulapilgrimage.com

Old Cahawba Bring Your Own Bike Tour 
March 31, 10 a.m.-12 p.m. 
www.cahawba.com

Saturday Walking Tours  
April 7, 14, 21, 28 - tours begin at 10 a.m.
www.alabama.travel/tours-and-trails/saturday-walking-tours

Alabama Historical Association Annual Meeting
April 12-14, Huntsville
www.alabamahistory.net

Fort Toulouse French & Indian Encampment
April 21-22
www.fttoulousejackson.org/AprilF&I.htm

Fort Morgan Tuesday Night Candlelight Tours 
June 5,12,19 and 26  /  July 10, 17, 24 and 31 - 7:00 p.m.
www.ft-morgan.com

City of Abbeville working to be a CLG
In June 2011 the Abbeville City 

Council established the Abbeville 
Historic Preservation Commission. 
The city is now working on becom-
ing a Certified Local Government 
(CLG).  Deputy city clerk Vicki  
Bedsole is coordinating this effort.

AHC preservation planner 
Mary Shell is assisting the city with 
qualifying to be a CLG.  Accord-
ing to Shell, "I have enjoyed work-
ing with the City of Abbeville as it 
moves closer to being a CLG."

The National Park Service 
funds CLG programs in all 50 
states.  Every year the AHC awards 
grants to CLG cities with this fund-
ing.  CLG grants fund projects such 
as National Register nominations, 
training, and surveys. Currently 
there are 29 CLG communities in 
Alabama.

To learn more about the CLG 
program contact Mary Shell at 
334.230.2691, or e-mail her at 
Mary.Shell@preserveala.org. 

www.preserveala.org/certlocalgovts.aspx

www.newsouthbooks.com/carolinaplanters
www.selmapilgrimage.com
www.historicmobile.org/homestour.htm
www.eufaulapilgrimage.com
www.cahawba.com
www.alabama.travel/tours-and-trails/saturday-walking-tours
www.alabamahistory.net
www.fttoulousejackson.org/AprilF&I.htm
http://www.ft-morgan.com
mailto:Mary.Shell%40preserveala.org?subject=
www.preserveala.org/certlocalgovts.aspx

