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HISTORIC THEATERS RECLAIMING THEIR HISTORY

I AM A PRESERVATIONIST: BOBBYE TRAMMELL, BEMISTON 

Historic preservation and 
the arts have always been a 
great fit, and recently historic 
movie theaters in Alabama have 
undergone a major face lift.   These 
theaters are an integral part  
of the arts culture in many 
Alabama communities.

One community that is 
restoring its theater is Lineville.  
Last year, U.S. Representative 
Mike Rogers (AL-3) secured a 
$196,000 HUD appropriations 
grant for the City of Lineville's 
Downtown Redevelopment 
Authority.  The city is using the 
federal money to restore the  
c. 1930 Lineville Theatre located 
on 88856 Alabama Highway 9 in 
downtown Lineville.  

“Alabama's historic theaters 
can help revitalize small towns 
and downtowns,” said Frank 
White, executive director of the 
Alabama Historical Commission.

The historic rehabilitation 
project will be completed in 
three phases, and is currently in 
the first phase.

 credit: Clay Times-Journal                                                   

Historic Lineville Theatre, Lineville, Clay County                                                                            

Historic preservation is alive 
and well in Alabama, thanks to 
community preservationists like 
Bobbye Baker Trammell of Bem-
iston.  For more than 10 years, 
Trammell has led the way for 
preservation in the historic mill 

village of Bemiston in Talladega.
Bemiston's history began in 

1927 when Bemis Bag Company 
began to acquire land, construct 
the mill, and plan for the sur-
rounding residential village.  The 
Bemis Bag Company soon built 

move-in ready houses for the 
mill workers.  

In 1929, the plant began  
operation, and the Bemiston 
community began to develop.  
The mill once produced heavy-
duty cotton bags that were used 
for sand bags in WW II.

Bemiston had its own beau-
ty shop, auto repair shop, health 
clinic, school, library, and tennis 
courts.  The village also estab-
lished its own power and water 
systems.  Bemiston Mill Village 
was annexed in 1955 into the 
City of Talladega, although ad-
ditional annexations occurred 
much later.

However, after more than 
five decades of operation, the 
Bemis Bag Company shut the 
doors in 1979.  Today, about 
1,200 people live in Bemiston.

One of those 1,200 people is 
Bobbye Trammell, the president 
of the Bemiston Community 

Council, which aims to preserve 
the history of village.  The coun-
cil is currently trying to restore 
the John L. Moore Recreation 
Center, home to the Bemiston 
Cats from 1942-1964.  

Trammell has promoted  
the history of Bemiston in vari-
ous ways including writing an 
Arcadia Publishing book titled  
Bemiston, and leading the effort 
to get the village listed on the 
Alabama Register of Landmarks 
and Heritage in 2008.  She cur-
rently is working with the city to 
improve the Moore recreation 
center.  Trammell also is cur-
rently talking with the City of 
Valley, Alabama about their suc-
cessful textile mill revitalization 
projects.  She wants to have the 
same kind of success in Bemis-
ton one day.  

If you are interested in  
Trammell's book, go to:

www.arcadiapublishing.comBobbye Trammell in front of the Bemiston Recreation Center, dedicated in 2001.

“The people of Lineville and 
Clay County are excited about 
the historic Lineville Theatre 
coming back to life,” added 
Lineville's city administrator 
Donna Mathews.

In addition to Linevil le , 
there are many historic theaters 
throughout Alabama that have 
either been renovated, or are in 
renovation currently.  

One restored theater is the 
historic Ritz Theatre in Greenville.  
The Ritz is a beautiful theater that 
originally opened its doors in 
1935 and has seen Hank Williams, 
Sr. grace its stage, among others.  
The city of Greenville took the 
lead in preserving the theater 
when it purchased the building 
in 1982.  

Other examples of restored 
theaters in Alabama include 
the Capri Theatre (1941) in 
Montgomery and Birmingham's 
Alabama Theater (1927).

www.alabamatheatre.com
www.capritheatre.org

www.greenville-alabama.com

http://www.arcadiapublishing.com
www.alabamatheatre.com
www.capritheatre.org
http://www.greenville-alabama.com
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  NATIONAL REGISTER UPDATE
U.S. Post Office, Guntersville, Marshall County
Listed August 16, 2010

The post office was constructed in 1940-1941 at a final cost of 
$115,000.00.  The funding for its construction came from the Public 
Works Agency, one of President Roosevelt's New Deal agencies.

Louis A. Simon, Supervising Architect of the Department of the Trea-
sury,  designed the building in the Colonial Revival style. In Alabama, 
Simon also designed the United States Courthouse and post offices 
in Huntsville, Bay Minette, Jacksonville and Montevallo.

A mural titled Indians Receiving Gifts from the Spanish is located on 
the north wall of the lobby.  It was painted by Florida artist, Charles 
Russell Hardman.  The post office did not install its mural until 1947, 
years after the mural program ended.  Research has not revealed 
who commissioned the mural or how it came to Guntersville.

Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church and  
Rosenwald School , Macon County
Listed August 16, 2010

U.S. Public Health Service Syphillis Study 
Multiple Property Listing study, Macon County
Approved May 13, 2010

   
 

Ensley Historic District, Jefferson County
Listed July 26, 2010

Ensley Historic District is significant as the commercial core of the 
Birmingham suburb of Ensley.  The town was founded in 1887 to 
serve the workers of the Tennessee Coal and Iron Company's En-
sley Works.  Other industries soon grew up around it.  The native-
born white, African-American and immigrant workers who came to 
toil in the coal mines, steel mills and factories needed the supplies 
and services offered by businessmen and professionals. 

The community developed as a substantial self-governing town that 
was incorporated in 1899 and merged with Birmingham in 1909.  
Though the majority of the district's 133 buildings are commercial 
in character, there are also religious, social/fraternal, recreational 
and residential resources, all dating from circa1890-1959. 

The Syphilis Multiple Property Contextual Study provides the 
framework for sites connected to the U.S. Public Health Syphi-
lis Study. The contextual study includes other area churches with  
potential to be listed on the National Register.   To date, the study 
documents 35 cemeteries and churches in Macon County that are 
tied to the U.S. Public Health Service Syphilis Study.  Of these 35 
sites, the Shiloh Community Restoration Foundation believes five 
have potential to be listed on the National Register in conjunction 
with the Syphilis Study.

Dr. Carroll Van West, director of the Center for Historic Preserva-
tion at Middle Tennessee State University, submitted the National 
Register nomination for the study. 

Shiloh Church and Rosenwald School are nationally significant as 
reminders of the U.S. Public Health Service's Syphilis Study con-
ducted in Macon County from 1932-1972.  This controversial study 
involved over 400 victims, many of whom were recruited and ex-
amined at the Shiloh Church and School.   The Shiloh Church and 
Rosenwald School property was the first site from the contextual 
study to be listed on the National Register.

The Shiloh School building also has significance for its associa-
tion with the Rosenwald School building program.  Almost 400  
Rosenwald schools were built in Alabama, with 19 in Macon County.

The Shiloh School is the only known Rosenwald School remaining in 
Macon County.  Over the years, church members have provided the 
school with financial support, and helped with the physical mainte-
nance until its closure c. 1960.   

Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church

Shiloh Rosenwald School
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2010 HISTORIC PRESERVATION AWARDS

Memphis Boston is awarded the Idella Childs’ Distinguished 
Service Award for her leadership in preserving the historic Harris 
Barrett School in Franklin, Macon County.  Boston, a retired nurse 
and member of the Franklin Township City Council, serves as chair-
person of the board of directors for the Harris Barrett School, Inc., 
established in 1991.  The group includes alumni and community 
members working to preserve the school building as a museum.

The Alabama Historical Commission and the Black Heritage Council presented preservation awards during the annual 
Alabama Preservation Conference in Montgomery, October 7-9

IDELLA CHILDS AWARD
The Black Heritage Council recognizes individuals and groups whose contributions demonstrate excellence in 
historic preservation.

AHC DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
This award is presented to individuals and groups whose contributions demonstrate excellence in historic preservation.                    

Addre Bryant is awarded the Idella Childs Distinguished 
Service Award for his leadership as president of the Montgomery 
County Farmers Service and Welfare Association in preserving 
the Tankersley Rosenwald School near Hope Hull in Montgomery 
County. The school was constructed c. 1922, and was one of 13 
schools in Montgomery County that received assistance from 
the Rosenwald School Building Fund.

Addre Bryant, Montgomery

Frazine Taylor, BHC Chair, with Addre Bryant

Memphis Boston, Tuskegee

Senator Wendell Mitchell  
Luverne

Senator Wendell Mitchell is honored for his 
dedication to reforming Alabama burial laws. 
Sen. Mitchell has worked since 2005 to enhance 
Alabama’s cemetery preservation laws. Through 
his support, Alabama’s cemeteries are more ac-
cessible and more strongly protected. Without 
his leadership, these laws would not have been 
passed with such overwhelming support, if at all. 

John Sledge is awarded the DSA for 
his contributions as a preservationist and 
a writer. Sledge is an author, historian,  
and preservationist who has worked 24 years at 
the Mobile Historic Development Commission.
An accomplished preservation writer, Sledge 
has written three books:  
The Pillared City: Greek Revival  
Mobile (2009), An Ornament 
to the City: Old Mobile Iron-
work (2006), and Cities of 
Silence: A Guide to Mobile’s 
Historic Cemeteries (2002).

Mary Norman (center) accepts award for AHA

Auburn Heritage Association
The Auburn Heritage Association is award-

ed the Distinguished Service Award for its more 
than thirty years of preservation work in Au-
burn.  Founded in 1974, The Auburn Heritage 
Association (AHA) has 300 members, most of 
whom live in Auburn. The organization has re-
stored three buildings in Auburn: Pebble Hill 
(1846), Ebenezer Baptist Church (1869) and The 
Nunn-Winston House (1850).

Douglas B. Kearley is honored for his pres-
ervation efforts in Mobile.  As an architect for 
30 years, Kearley has a long track record of 
preservation service.  He has been an officer 
on the Mobile Historic Development Commis-
sion, been past president and longtime member 
of the Banner and Shield Committee and the 
Properties Committee. Kearley also sat on the 
Architectural Review Board for the commission.

Douglas Kearley, Mobile

Dr. Ann Pearson, Auburn
Dr. Ann Pearson is awarded the Roy Swayze Award for the 

restoration and preservation of the Noble Hall plantation house 
in Auburn. Located on Shelton Mill Road in Auburn, Noble Hall 
was constructed between 1852-1854 on a 2,000 acre plantation. 
Pearson recently placed the 100-acre conservation easement 
on the land surrounding Noble Hall, ensuring that the land and 
home will be preserved for generations.

AHC ROY SWAYZE AWARD
This award recognizes outstanding achievement by a private owner in the restoration  
of a major Alabama landmark.

John Sledge, Mobile
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Preservation Report is a bimonthly publication of the
ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION
468 South Perry Street / P. O. Box 300900

Montgomery, AL 36130-0900 / (334) 242-3184

        Daniel D. Bennett  Chair  
                                         Frank W. White  Executive Director

                                        Ellen Mertins  Executive Editor
                                           John Greene  Managing Editor

Funded in part with funds from the National Park Service, Department of the Interior, but does not 
necessarily reflect its views. Regulations of the U.S. Department of the Interior prohibit unlawful 
discrimination in federally assisted programs on the basis of race, color, handicap, and/or national 
origin.

Any person who believes he or she has been discriminated against in any program, activity, or 
facility operated by a recipient of federal assistance should write to:

Director, Equal Opportunity Program /  U. S. Department of the Interior
National Park Service / P. O. Box 37127 / Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

PRESERVATIONREPORT
Alabama Historical Commission

www.preserveala.org
Preserve, Protect, and Interpret Alabama’s Historic Places

The AHC apologizes for any address errors.  Please  
e-mail corrections to: jgreene@preserveala.org

HOLIDAY EVENTS at AHC SITES

        FRIDAY, 11.19: HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE @ GOAT HILL MUSEUM STORE, CAPITOL....8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
                                              . Alabama author book signing, and local food samples
                     . Alabama-made gifts on sale
 
 SATURDAY, 11.20: HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE @ GOAT HILL MUSEUM STORE, CAPITOL....9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
                                           
          FRIDAY, 12.3: CHRISTMAS IN THE CANEBRAKE @ GAINESWOOD.................................5:30-8:00 p.m.
                                              . enjoy a candlelight tour, along with music and refreshments   
                                             . admission charged

         SUNDAY, 12.5: CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE @ FENDALL HALL............................................2:00-4:00 p.m.
                                              . self-guided tours, refreshments served, free event 

         SUNDAY, 12.5: PLANTATION CHRISTMAS @ BELLE MONT..................................................1:00-5:00 p.m.
                                   . features period decorations and entertainment, $6 adults, $4 children

 SATURDAY, 12.11: 1905 CHRISTMAS @ FORT MORGAN.............................................................2:00-5:00 p.m.
                                              . held at senior staff officers' quarters, complete with period decorations

 SATURDAY, 12.11: CHRISTMAS BAZAAR @ FENDALL HALL......................................................9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
                                              .  Eufaula Art Scene will offer hand made holiday presents from local artists.  
        .  complimentary tours available, and special activites for children

     SUNDAY, 12.12: CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE @ MAGNOLIA GROVE.....................................1:00–3:00 p.m.
                               . seasonal decorations, refreshments, and music
                               . free, but donations to the Magnolia Grove Foundation accepted 

for event details and contact information:
www.preserveala.org/calendar 

for state map of AHC site locations:
www. preserveala.org/statemap.aspx
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