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Downtown Anniston Historic District (Update & Boundary Increase) 
listed in the National Register 
 
The Downtown Anniston Historic District (Update & Boundary Increase) in Calhoun 
County was listed in the National Register of Historic Places on May 24, 2010.  
Originally, the Downtown Anniston Historic District was listed in the National Register in 
1991. The district then encompassed 36.5 acres and included 158 resources. This 
nomination expands the boundaries of the Downtown Anniston Historic District to 
include a total of 66 acres and 203 buildings, structures and sites.  Of those included in 
the 1991 nomination, eleven have since been demolished. Fifty-five resources have 
been added as part of this update. 
 
Downtown Anniston is a well-preserved example of community planning during the 
period following the Civil War and Reconstruction when the New South was emerging 
as a recovering and industrializing section. Anniston soon earned a national reputation 
as the "model city" primarily because of the careful community planning behind the 
development of the town. The district also encompasses a historic downtown 
commercial area which continues to fulfill its original purpose, despite the passage of 
time, evolving architectural styles, and the changing shopping habits of the 
townspeople. Downtown Anniston is also significant due to the role it played in the Civil 
Rights Movement, both locally and as the site of the nationally significant Freedom 
Rides bus burning incident of 1961.  
 
The period of significance for the Downtown Anniston Historic District extends from 
1883, the date the town was opened for public investment, through 1965, the end of the 
most active period of the city’s Civil Rights activities.  
   
The National Register of Historic Places is a program of the National Park Service 
and is the nation’s official list of cultural resources worthy of preservation.  The Alabama 
Historical Commission administers the program in Alabama. 
 
For more information about the National Register of Historic Places, visit: 
www.preserveala.org/nationalregister.aspx. 
 
To protect, preserve, and interpret Alabama’s historic places is the mission of the 
Alabama Historical Commission, the State Historic Preservation Office. 
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