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Bessemer’s Dunbar High School listed in the National Register 
 
The Dunbar High School in Bessemer was listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places on March 18, 2011.   
 
Built in 1923, Dunbar High School served as Bessemer’s only high school for African 
Americans until 1960 when students moved into a new school building.  Its original 
name, Bessemer Colored High School, still remains on an inscription panel over the 
front door.  However, the school’s name was changed in 1928 to honor African- 
American poet Paul Laurence Dunbar.  The school’s first principal was Professor J. B. 
Bickerstaff.  A gymnasium building was added to the school in 1939.  Fifty years later 
that addition was renovated into the Dunbar-Abrams Community Center, which still 
serves the community today.   
  
The National Register of Historic Places is a program of the National Park Service 
and is the nation’s official list of cultural resources worthy of preservation.  The Alabama 
Historical Commission administers the program in Alabama. 
 
For more information about the National Register of Historic Places, visit: 
www.preserveala.org/nationalregister.aspx. 
 
To protect, preserve, and interpret Alabama’s historic places is the mission of the 
Alabama Historical Commission, the State Historic Preservation Office. 
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