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Fort Morgan State Historic Site, a property owned and operated by the Alabama Historical 

Commission, will reopen a portion of the fort that has been closed for repair since 2014 as part of 

an upgrade to the public safety features. 

 

The new staircase and handrails leading up to the first level of Fort Morgan’s Battery Duportail 

replaced an older set of metal stairs that were installed during the early 1960's. New stairs lead to 

a walkway 

that runs 

across the 

west side of 

Battery 

Duportail 

giving 

visitors a 

great view 

of the Sand 

Island 

Lighthouse, 

Dauphin 

Island, and 

Mobile Bay. 

 

 

 

 

Handrails have also been installed along each of the historic granite stair steps.  

 

“We received several concerns from visitors, especially during the summer tourist season about 

this section being inaccessible,” said Mike Bailey, Site Director at Fort Morgan State Historic 

Site. “These concerns were expressed by visitors to the site as well as on TripAdvisor, where 

Fort Morgan has received excellent ratings for the past two years. The staff listened and our top 

priority was to finish this project in a timely fashion that would result in increasing visitor safety, 

but also help preserve this National Historic Landmark. The installation of new handrails and 

stairs allowed for the removal of deteriorating components that were damaging the site. New 

Before New Walkway and Handrails  

With New Walkway and Handrails  

Sandbags are placed under 
the staircase in order to 
disguise unsightly metal work 

http://www.preserveala.org/
mailto:jacqulyn.kirkland@preserveala.org
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g30582-d116440-Reviews-Fort_Morgan_State_Historic_Site-Gulf_Shores_Alabama.html
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materials will help to minimize long term damage to the fort caused by the harsh weather 

conditions of Mobile Point.” 

 

The repairs to the fort were inspected by officials from the Division of Construction 

Management of the Alabama Department of Finance, as well as representatives of the companies 

that performed the work.  

 

 

 

 

For more information about 

Fort Morgan State Historic 

Site contact Mike Bailey, site 

director, at 251-540-7202 or 

mikebailey@fort-morgan.org  

 

Fort Morgan State Historic 

Site is located at 110 State 

Highway 180, Gulf Shores, 

Alabama 36542. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Located in historic downtown Montgomery at 468 S. Perry Street, the Alabama Historical 

Commission is the historic preservation agency for the state of Alabama. The agency was created 

by an act of the state legislature in 1966 with a mission of safeguarding Alabama’s historic 

buildings and sites. The Commission is tasked with the acquisition and preservation of historic 

properties and education of the public about historic sites in Alabama. For a complete list of 

historic sites, business hours, and admission fees please visit http://preserveala.org/  
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Sandbags are placed under 
the staircase to disguise 
unsightly metal work. 
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