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International Longshoreman’s Association Hall in Mobile listed in the 
National Register 
 
The National Park Service listed Mobile’s International Longshoreman’s Association 
(ILA) Hall in the National Register of Historic Places on June 27, 2011.  The ILA 
established a local chapter in Mobile in 1936 to represent African Americans working on 
Mobile’s docks.   
 
Constructed in 1949, ILA Hall not only provided meeting space for its black union 
members, but also an auditorium where prominent African-American entertainers 
performed.  Additionally, the hall hosted many civil rights events.  Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.’s only speaking engagement in Mobile occurred here on January 1, 1959. 
 
ILA Hall is also one of Mobile’s few examples of the Art Moderne style of architecture, 
which was popular in the mid-twentieth century for institutional and commercial 
buildings.  The style emphasized curving wall planes, “speed lines” and bands of 
windows. 
 
The ILA Hall is located at 505 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue. 
  
The National Register of Historic Places is a program of the National Park Service 
and is the nation’s official list of cultural resources worthy of preservation.  The Alabama 
Historical Commission administers the program in Alabama. 
 
For more information about the National Register of Historic Places, visit: 
www.preserveala.org/nationalregister.aspx. 
 
To protect, preserve, and interpret Alabama’s historic places is the mission of the 
Alabama Historical Commission, the State Historic Preservation Office. 
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