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Lowe Mill & Mill Village Historic District in Huntsville listed in the 
National Register 
 
The National Park Service listed Huntsville’s Lowe Mill and Mill Village Historic District 
in the National Register of Historic Places on June 24, 2011.  Lowe Mill Village is one of 
four mill villages in Huntsville.  Of these four it has the most intact historic textile mill 
complex.  Today the mill serves the community as an arts and entertainment center and 
is home to numerous independent businesses. 
 
Lowe Manufacturing Company began building the mill in 1900.  Soon it was one of 
Huntsville’s major industrial facilities.  The company provided housing for its mill 
workers along streets that extended to the west and north of the mill.  
 
After the mill’s closure in 1937, the district’s northwest portion transitioned from a 
traditional mill village into a neighborhood of workers from other industries. This 
development increased after the conversion of the mill into the Genesco shoe factory in 
1945. Genesco Shoe Manufacturing Company occupied the Lowe Mill until 1978.   
 
The district’s houses illustrate the type of housing found in Huntsville’s working class 
neighborhoods and in mill villages throughout the South. The Centre Theater, churches, 
and commercial buildings also contribute to the historic character of the neighborhood.    
 
The National Register of Historic Places is a program of the National Park Service 
and is the nation’s official list of cultural resources worthy of preservation.  The Alabama 
Historical Commission administers the program in Alabama. 
 
For more information about the National Register of Historic Places, visit: 
www.preserveala.org/nationalregister.aspx. 
 
To protect, preserve, and interpret Alabama’s historic places is the mission of the 
Alabama Historical Commission, the State Historic Preservation Office. 
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