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Sheffield Downtown Commercial Historic District in Colbert County 
listed in the National Register 
 
The Sheffield Downtown Commercial Historic District in Sheffield, Colbert County was 
listed in the National Register of Historic Places on May 24, 2010.  Most of the buildings 
in this historic district were constructed from c. 1888 through 1959, although Sheffield’s 
downtown remains a viable commercial area down to today. 
 
The district’s collection of historic resources includes commercial, industrial and 
governmental buildings.  The most visually prominent of Sheffield’s commercial 
buildings—the Sheffield Hardware Company, the Blake Building and the Montgomery 
Block—are located on Montgomery Avenue, the historic main thoroughfare of downtown 
Sheffield.  The historic district’s industrial buildings represent the post-WWII growth of 
the Union Aluminum Company in the town.  The governmental buildings include the Fire 
Department-City Hall, the Chamber of Commerce, the post office, the Power and Light 
Building and the City Power and Water Building.  Taken as a group, they illustrate the 
commitment of both the Federal and the local governments to serving the citizens of 
Sheffield. 
 
The Sheffield Downtown Commercial Historic District also contains the community’s 
most important interpretations of the architectural styles and building typologies that 
were popular in the late 19th and first half of the 20th centuries.  The architectural styles 
include Renaissance Revival (the Chamber of Commerce Building and the US Post 
Office), High Victorian Gothic (First Presbyterian Church) and Moderne (Veterans of 
Foreign Wars and 301 Second Street East).  The building typologies include a 1920s 
service station and one part and two part commercial blocks.  These buildings also 
display design elements that were popular at their time of construction. 

 
For more information about the National Register of Historic Places, visit: 
www.preserveala.org/nationalregister.aspx. 
 
To protect, preserve, and interpret Alabama’s historic places is the mission of the 
Alabama Historical Commission, the State Historic Preservation Office. 
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