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Bermuda Hill in Hale County named as a Place in Peril 
 
In observance of National Historic Preservation Month, the Alabama Historical Commission (AHC) 
and the Alabama Trust for Historic Preservation (ATHP) announce Alabama’s most endangered 
places for 2011. 
 
Since 1994, the AHC and the ATHP have joined forces to sponsor Places in Peril, a program 
designed to highlight some of Alabama’s most significant endangered historic sites.   
 
“Places in Peril is a valuable tool in directing public attention to the many historic places in Alabama 
that are under threat from neglect or demolition,” said Frank White, executive director of the AHC. 

David Schneider, executive director of the ATHP states, "This list reminds us that much remains to be 
done to help Alabamians recognize that our historic places are essential community assets. These 
places represent one of the greenest approaches to providing places in which to live and work." 
 

Bermuda Hill (c. 1845) 
 

Sitting on a hill overlooking the old Prairieville to Greensboro Road, the Bermuda Hill house is a 
product of an era when ambitious men believed the road to riches ran through fluffy rows of cotton.  
The prominent Manning family first owned the property.  The Mannings were early settlers and 
planters in Prairieville and owned large land tracts in the original French grants of the Vine and Olive 
colony.  In 1845, William W. Manning sold the land to William Weeden of Madison County. The home 
was built c. 1845, but it is unclear whether Manning or Weeden built the house.  

 
Bermuda Hill reflects the refined taste and wealth of its early owners. The home is a significant 
example of a Canebrake plantation house based on the I-house form.  The façade is dominated by a 
full height pedimented portico, supported by four paneled columns embellished with sawnwork 
brackets.  The first floor boasts a double leaf entrance with full transom and sidelights located in the 
center of the five bay façade.  The second floor features a double leaf entrance with a similar transom 
that has a balustrade placed across the opening.   

 
Some scholars believe the grounds surrounding Bermuda Hill contain subsurface remains and merit 
further exploration through an archaeological survey. 

 
Bermuda Hill is threatened by neglect and deferred maintenance. 
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Bermuda Hill 
 
 
 
 
2011 Places in Peril 

  
 Avondale Mill Village, Sylacauga, Talladega County 
 Bermuda Hill, Gallion Creek, Hale County 
 Boiling Springs Native American Sites, Choccolocco Creek, Calhoun County 
 Downtown Anniston Historic District, Anniston, Calhoun County 
 Elizabeth Presbyterian Church, Sumter County 
 Gurley Town Hall, Gurley, Madison County 
 Historic Movie Theatres, statewide 
 Jemison-Turner House, Turner, Talladega County 
 Powell School, Birmingham, Jefferson County 
 Windham Construction Company Office Building, Birmingham, Jefferson County 

 

 
The Places in Peril list carries no formal protection, but it does build awareness in local communities 
about endangered sites, and can help generate support to preserve these places. 
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