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Grove Court Apartments named as a Place in Peril

In observance of National Historic Preservation Month, the Alabama Historical
Commission (AHC) and the Alabama Trust for Historic Preservation (ATHP) announce
Alabama’s most endangered places for 2009.

Since 1994, the AHC and the ATHP have joined forces to sponsor Places in Peril, a
program designed to highlight some of Alabama’s most significant endangered historic
sites. Modeled after the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s program, this year’s
list includes 10 sites.

“Places in Peril is a valuable tool in directing public attention to the many cultural
resources in Alabama under threat from neglect or demolition,” said Frank White,
executive director of the Alabama Historical Commission.

David Schneider, executive director of the ATHP states, "This list reminds us that much
remains to be done to help Alabamians recognize that our historic places are essential
assets for community revitalization. They also represent one of the greenest
approaches to providing places in which to live and work."

Named to this year’s Places in Peril are the Grove Court Apartments in Montgomery.

Identifying and preserving our “recent” past — those resources dating from the post
World War 1l era — is receiving more attention than ever these days. A few decades
ago, the Grove Court Apartments in Montgomery may have been overlooked as just
another deteriorated housing complex, but many are now seeing it as a significant
resource which should be preserved.



Constructed in 1947 by local architect Clyde Pearson, Grove Court stands out in the
capitol city as a rare example of the International Style. Melanie Betz, architectural
historian for the AHC remarks, “Its long rectilinear form, taut plane surfaces devoid of
ornamentation, brick and concrete construction, flat roof, cantilever balconies, corner
windows and bands of metal casement windows are hallmarks of the style.”

Despite the high level of integrity, the apartments are today in a deplorable condition.
The complex had been under contract in 2007 by investors wanting to renovate it into
condos, but this promising deal fell through before anything got started.

Now open to vagrants and the elements, and with a demolition notice looming from the
city, the future of Grove Court is very much in peril. The current owners now have it on
the market. With new ownership and a new renovation plan, this “recent past” landmark
in Montgomery may ultimately be saved.

The 10 sites listed as Places in Peril for 2009 are:

. Grove Court Apartments, Montgomery, Montgomery County

. The Lyric Theatre and Office Building, Birmingham, Jefferson County

. Wadley Depot, Wadley, Randolph County

. Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church and Community Day School, Hamburg, Wilcox Co.
. Allen & Jemison Building, Tuscaloosa, Tuscaloosa County

. Historic Schools of Birmingham, Birmingham, Jefferson County

. Prewitt Plantation Slave Cemetery, Northport vic., Tuscaloosa County

. Uniontown Historic District, Uniontown, Perry County

. Town of Hobson City, Hobson City, Calhoun County

. Ogletree-Wright-lvy House, Auburn, Lee County
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